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Hunt Narrows The Gap At The Glen 


By Pete Lyons 


WATHING GLEN, N.Y¥.—An English 
group calling itself “Super Fans" 
krought over a batch af stickers. The 
Mess! read: | SAW JAMES HUNT 
WIN THE BRITISH GRAND PRIX. 

“We're going to try to get one onte 
Lauda's car the night before the rage,” the 
black-bearded head Super Fan promised 
grimly. “Varnish it on ao they can’t pet it 
off." 

That's the tome of the year, al] right. 
Brerybody has chosen up sides. Purist 
enthusiast types may bemoan the absurd- 
ities coming out of Formula One this 
your, but thay do have to acdimit that Our 
Sport has achieved a height of noteriety 
that has brought us world allention at 
last. People who a year ago eauldn"t bare 
told you the difference between Grand 
Prix and Crosse Point are now ardent 
particans for one side or the other: James 
Hunt and McLaren, or Niki Lauda and 
Ferrari, 

“WiKE, fo gel “em, babe, wantcha t know 
we're pullin’ for va." The batkhélapping 
fellow waa not entirely sober but his 
feelings were farvent Lauda turned to a 
pack of journalists at bis heels. “You hear 
that? BA? You hear that?” And he grinned 
his famous toothy grin. 

Hut as a bitter cold northern wind 
rippled the checkered flag on Sunday 
allernoon, it was James Hunt streaking 
underneath, He stuck both his red-gloved 
hands out into the sipstream, making « 
V-sign with both his long arma, and let 
the decelerating Marlboro McLaren veer 
off line directly at his pit. The Hiwis 
behind the baby-blue mail gave back 
exhuberance as pood as they got, They 
stuck out signalling boards and capes and 
arms and legs and great happy faces and 
generally let James know how they felt 
about him, 

Having won the week before at Mo- 
sport. he won now again at Watking Glen. 
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Eight seconds behind this time was Jody 
Scheckter fifty-four seconds farther back 
was Miki Lauda, third. 

Having accomplished everything in 
North America that could have been 
asked of him, MeLaren'a Golden Boy 
leads the team to Japan but three points 
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James Hunt, well into the lead in the United States Grand Prin, rushes his McLaren 423 through the Glen Esses. 
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An elated James Hunt basks in the glory of the winner's stand after closing up to within three points of 
defending World Driving Champion Niki Lawda's points lead. 


ahort of eclipsing Ferrari's star. 

The Japanese have never seen a Graod 
Prix before, Their firat one ia going to 
decide a world famous World Champi- 
onahip. 

Practice at Watkine Glen was slashed 
short by a savage storm—all of Saturday 
wae washed out in heavy wind-driven 
rains—but midweek testing had already 
helped several teama tune their cars and 
Hunt started his M23 from pole. Sohecicter 
with his Pad Tyrrell] was bis closest 
threat, second on the grid. Then came the 
twin March 761s of Ronnie Peterson and 
Vittorio Brambilla before Lauda, in fifth 
starting apot with hia J12T2. 

Although he'd spent the Wednesday teat 

“trying out lote of things, different 
rims, lote of things,” the defending cham- 
pion wasn'tin good shape the one period 
of official practice when conditicns were 
anything like dry. Friday morning's 1.5 
hours were sopping, foggy wet: Lauda 
was fourth beat then (behind Tom Pryce in 
lhe DN& Shadow, and the two March 
drivers Hans Joachim Stuck and Peter: 
eon). When the single afternoon hour 
started condilions were scarcely better, 
but the rain did slack off and the racing 
line pretty much dried. Still, though, the 
Ferrari wasn'las quick ag it would need to 
be. 

After that practice, «9 grim Lauda 


aOCOMparied his methanics around the 
oooling car, watching them measure itup 
with string and bare and scaled. “It's not 
symietrical. It handles different in right 
corners form left corners.” he bit the 
words off. “The cambers are wrong. or the 
springs, or something...” 

In the end the mechanics digcovered a. 
bent wheel, but amy good it did to find it 
was washed completely away by Satur. 
day's rains, Once as everyone huddled in 
motor homer and garages aod press 
towers the sky looked like lifting. Quick- 
ly a fow cars were pushed to the pits and 
both Brambilla and Peterson went 
splashing out But the wind had already 
picked up and sent I[reshets of rain 
hurling in sideways. Brambilla complet- 
ed bis second lap and shut off. Petersen... 
Peterson did not complete his second lap. 
No--here he was now. Coming in slowly 
with his noge missing! Guperswede had 
spun going along a straight bit of road in 
second pear, Everybody else who had 
dared the weather packed up and scuttled 
back under shelter. That night itsenowed a 
Little. 

Sunday, however, presented a new air 
mass. Bitterly gold, it was dry and clear 
and by mid-morning it had blown the 
darkest clouds away and let the wintry 
sun shine in, Adter two diamal days of 
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camping in the mud, the delicious 
Warmth proved that Pagan Man was on 
the right track with his Sun-worship. 

The beter to dry their sopping wel 
sleaping bags, clothes mod hair, the 
Pogans af the Bog sacrifiesd another 
Chevrolet, The greasy black smoke rose 
above the bright autumnal foliage into 
the hard blue sky, where asteady string of 
helicopters fed VIPs into the circuit's 
heart. At the gates whole bordes of new 
spectators were jamming up. brought oul 
by the change of wenlher. Tt looked like a 
benutiful racing day. 

At half past noon the Fl circus was 
allowed out for a 30-minute warmup. 
Needed in the icy air, it wasn't any 
affective substitute for the missing day af 
practice. Thal was over and gone, (“The 
Same for everybody.” [he Fl crowd likes 
to siy about conditions they hate} the 
only thing now was te set the cars on full 
tanks for the race. 

Hunt, saying hia car was “All right, | 
suppose,” and that the track surface was, 
“All right, I suppose,” was quick in the 
Wirmup, butso were Lauda and Peterson, 
James was acutely interested to know 
just how full their tanks had been. The 
given answer in both cases was brimfull 

For Hunt, on the pitside of the grid, sa 
very Mauch depended upon his getaway. 
He could afford painfully Littl of hia 
personal urge for caution with bis oluich, 
Should anyone, even a “fellow English- 
man,” got in front from the start it would 
be like points torn from his hungry grasp. 

The start, given by green light, waa 
beautifully clean, Everyone in the front- 
moat visible rows moved off at the same 
instant. But the Tyrrell on the outside 
front row got fractionally better bibe and 
Schecktor definitely forged ahead of 
Hunt. The McLaren did stay close all the 
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The Pack, led hace by Vittorio Brambilla, shows the fans at the Glan all abowt Formula ‘One rscibe, 


Wik though and James, lwo March noses 
and a Ferrari nose just behind the earners 
of his eyes, was neatly into the apex in 
second place—better than he might have 
been. 

Jody was the front of the race from 
James, with Vittorio heading teammate 
Ronnie and fifth man Niki. Cluteh slip 
had cut Hang Stuck's sixth grid place 


Running free and clear. all alone and im frost: James Hunt and the MeLanon w33, 


American Teame awe Their 
Problems At The Glen 


WATHINS GLEN, W.¥.—Breit Lunger 
come cult the best of the American drivers 
in the American race—1lith. As at Mo- 
sport, his Chesterfield Surteas was just 
nat competitive, 

Brett quit wheal practice Lhere wad early 
wheo his engine went oote seven cylin- 
dors, and he went into the race even more 
Poorly prepored than his rivals. Groga 
aversteer and balky gearbox held him 
down to simple endurance driving. 

Mario Andreth stood of the grid on the 
Morning ofthe race say ing thickly, “Hell, 
Im 60 damn disappointed.” He'd wanted 
badly to score at Watkins Glen, but 
nothing had gone anything like right 
Practice wae too short to tune oul an 
understeer oondition—“This car is #0 
critical to set up, it's ao oasy to go too far 
and get & vicious oversteer, I just didn't 
take big enough changes.” —and he wis 
an alinost hopeless 11th om che grid. Not 
hopeless: Maria was fifth into the first 


corner! Buton the next long straight three 
other cars blaw by his JPS, and he found 
his engine wouldn't pull over 900) rpm, 
Trying harder than be should have to go 
fast anyway, he retired after bending his 
front suspension oo tie curbs wt the 
Scheckter Chicane, 50 it's going to take 
another your for Mario to win at home, 


The First National City Bank Pensko 
team sitlered a pretty miserable practice 
with the weather catching them out badly, 
but John Watson made up for itin the race 
with a stirring drive despite a sluggish 
engine inte sixth place. 


The Tabatip Shadow team started the 
weehenod off well coough with Tom Pryce 
recording fastest time in the wet practice, 
but dry-track handling prowed elusive 
and alter struggling along in the middle 
of the race Tom's work came to a merciful 
but useless end when his engine blew its 
brains out, 


back to almost last, but Patrick Depailler 
Was eager to profit and led John Wateon, 
Mario Andretti, and Jacques Latfite, At 
the end of the first lap the first nine had 
already broken away a little from tha 10th 
man, who was Carloe Pace leading nar- 
rowly from Clay Hegaszoni, Jochen Mass 
and ‘Tom Pryce, 

Al the end of the seeond lap a pattern 
wae felling, Scheckter was out 1.7 sec- 
ods to the good from Plant, but Brambilla 
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had fallen 2.7 seconds behind Hunt, and 
the way everyone next along crowded up 
behind the orange car—we've seen that 
before—(t looked like it was going to be 
Just & two-man race for i while angry, 

Lauda cut the frustration as short as he 
could, getting by Peterson into fourth on 
the next lap and forcing his way by 
Brambilla on the fifth lap. Omee clear in 
third, his disadvantige to Aunt was 5.8 


Continued On Next Page 


a ae 1) bell oe Ut ioe pee do bec 


Ale rey oe ie beh tte fie oe ae ee 
tehaer, bee) Hee Ohi ell eel be rd fer ort dee Dy 
PCM ee eee le me | 
tg hoc ma an, Ge en ed a tied |e. 


Mv ek le bebe es, eee BT alli Je ee yt Ld bee TA rae 
et PORBMULS tor fal fhe Resend pres dicen ahieetip fo 
waur Rome Gonli deley. Send mee coupes belo to ue tole 


Pay Just 65</Copy & We'll Bill You Later? 


a a a ee es ee eee ee 


a 

| Pisasa start nry subscription to jy 
| FORMULA at ones and continas i a 
Ht for. months at §5-cenis per 5 

month. I umders tind that 
B AMERICA’S A... RACING MAGAZINE FORMULA i publhhed once sech 
a 2020 So. Susan Suita L, Santa Ana Ga. 92704 Wai cicis a 
| Check or Money Cinder | 
a Adalness % a 
a twat | 

you to bill ime 
Cie Slate Zip s (iS-omn percopy i 

wa ‘siainccpheuaia cmaltohed by the number 
Se eee at te nae, oe miner maten of copies you've ordered) 
| | mee oeder or dit qamate in US. fuck. Pome coe ue ree. Mi ge efter my subscription Starts. | 
| forte oe TR ie meen oe lee chen A ee ace es Pe. | | 

ollie 

MBE ERE SERRE EER ERE Ee EE eee eee eee 


PAGE 16 
More On: 


USGP 


Continued From Page 15 
seconds: Jame: wee now 2.5 seconds 
behind Scheckter, 

The fascination of Wie race Was Lo- 
cussed on the gape. now. Their develop- 
ment in the next few minutes could wall 
show us the next world champion: if 
Lauda caught up and won, he'd have the 
points chase sewn up. If he couldn't make 
the pace, though, Hunts chances bright- 
ened, 

Lap Six: 2.5 seconds and 5.7 seconds— 
Lauda bad gained. Lap seven: 2d, 3.7— 
Font had gained, Lap eight: id (1) and 
§.0—Jiuumes must have really screwed far 
one up 

As the lending trie haomered away at 
Lhe hand corp ofthe race, lhe paps between 
them heid steady within broad encueh 
limite to keep the tension up. Durin the 
intervals when they disappeared out 
around the 2.4-mile Glen circuit there was 
enaugh keen action behind them to beep 
the day feeling weiner than it wes. Slock 
for one thing was moving wp dramatical- 
ly well from his poor start, and had joined 
on the big chase going on for Ube mid tiele 
positions. 

Depailler overtook Peterson. but then 
immediately wae eut oof it with a broken 
fucl ling, Rennie dropped away too, his 
front suspension bent, Without them, is 
wae Brambilla still fourth from Laffite, 
then Pace, Watson, Rerazezoni, Andretti, 
moc Pel aos, 

fy Litthe further back there was a four- 
car run between Larry Perkins, Alan 
Jones, Jacky lens and Emerson Fittipal- 
di, buton the 16th lapa nasty crish broke 
itup. In the downhill left-hander halfway 
around the lap (the one before the ecome of 
Helmut Koenig's 18f4 death) ick car 
suddenly snapped Sldewaye, omtillated 
the other way, and charged the oubside 
guardrail head-on at nearly arightangle. 
The front of the Ensign apparently went 
under the lowermost rail (there should 
not be any chance of this in a properly 
conskrucbed barrier system), forcing the 
rail to bow up, whith allowed the front of 

ee oe 6 EE 


a new 


catalog 


special street and 
competition parts 


AUTOWEER 


Performance parts lor foreign and 
domestic small cars and hard te find 
compeilian parts for Gaisun 2 Sid, 
610. 710 plus appearance. items in- 
chiding spoilers anc flares are shown 
in anew 20 page cating from FAR 


ask for it! 
toll free 


800-538-7912 
in California call 
408-249-7990 
collect 


OCTOBER 16, 


Jean-Pierre Jarier had anew Shadow ON8 for the USGP, but it wate tendugh to hold off the Ligier of Lafitte: he 


burst. 
the chassis to then Gatch on wa Post AS the 
bulk of the car bounced back across the 
road, the front and of tha monocoque was 
literally ripped off and took most of the 
right side of the oar with it, fuel tank and 
all. There was a brig explosion of pasialanme 
flame as the back two thirds of the car 
stopped in the middle of the track. 

The driver, embraced in what remained 
mf the cockpit—all of the left side, very 
little of the right side. plus the dash hoop, 
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sleering wheel and gearshift—was still 
alive, ConStious, and nolas badly injured 
a he ought to have been. He was able to 
gee himself out and, hobbling on one foot, 
mee te the ice. 

Jacky s injuries seemed to be definite 
breakages in his right foot and ankle, 
hairline fractures in the left ankle, and 
minor other contusions and light burns. 

The track was not serioualy blocked, 
and racing continued hard and hot The 
pattern began to alter Little by little under 
the pressure, Lauda began slowly but 
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and Lafitte later crashed when a tire 


“Warwick Brown in one af the Wi iliares cars eng close 100k at the Ligier, Matra af Tralee Lafitte a5 Lafitte 
blasts past him. 


definitely to drop away and by hall 
distance Niki was decidedly oul of the 
factoring for a win. Hun though was 
beginning to close on Scheckter. Tonth by 
Painfully won tenth, the McLaren began 
exploiting Tyrrell weaknesses. 


Jody had started out catching oversleer 
Slices: mow as the car lightened it bee pan bo 
understeer insted, aod be wos having to 
drive it harder and harder to keep it 
balanced, The six-wheeler tends to weave 
and wobble at the besl of times, and these 
were not the best of Limesany mare. Fun, 
his McLaren's handling going from light 
oVversioer early on lo eaay neutrality ae it 
seltled in, wae ruining Jody's day. Hall: 
way through the race he was down to a 
second behind and then he began to work 
on fractions of a second. 


At lap 37 James saw an opening and 
Came alongeide and took the lead of the 
United States GP, 

“Tl wanted to get away of that point as 
fast as] possibly could,” James explained 
afterward. and indeed he did raise a gap 
from: 1.6 to 2.3 in the next two laps, “But 
thant got baulbed in behiod a backmarker 
ab the chicane and got off the cam, and 
whilst | was fishing about for more pears 
Jody got by me again. | was a wee bil 
annoyed above tat.” 


He hid all that work to do over again. [t 
took five laps hovering in the draft, but 
finally McLaren passed Tyrrell at the end 
of the long atraight and thie time it etuck. 
There were only a doven lape left to run 
and Hunt made them ali count Ae set the 
race's fastest lap, a new record. six from 
the end, and Seheckter accepted the 
inevitable finally and cut back bom ore 

AL) this while Lauda had been dropping 
ever farther behind. “Terrible overstear ~ 
was bis problem and with the end of the 
race in sight he had bis third place in 
jeopardy too, Mass was closing up fast. 

The MoLaren backup driver had bean 
holding hig own in tne thick of the 
midfield sorcrihle, Onde, he admitted 
later, he'd come together with another 


member of it, “Charlie Pace made a 
mistake in one Corer and it lel me com: 
up flongeide him, and Wwe weal together 
hege-to-noge into the next corner. I'm 
sorry we bik, but it waa partially hie fault. 
He climbed ower my wheels and wentoll”™ 

The others bad heal trouble too, Laffit, 
having overtaken Brambilla at long last, 
immediately went well ahead but then 
aparently his right rear tire picked up a 
bit of debris and burst at top speed on the 
straight. The wholeright rearsuspension 
wee torn off, and as Brambilla seerved to 
avoid the accident he too burst a tire. 
Andretti, hia engine mishiring, lost touch 
with the bunch and later on be bent his 
front suspension on the Scheckter Chi- 
fane and retired. Watson too had engine 
trouble, @ loss of power, 90 as be gol 
involved with Stuck, Mass alone of the 
group survived to do something about the 
opportunity presented by the slackening 
Lewd 

Ag the Ferrari's owersteer dropped it 
bach, the MoLaren was driven with ever 
more enthusiasm, and Jochen made a 
mighty effort to close. As Niki appeared 
out of the last corner of the lagt lap the 
pursoll Literally was on his tail. “T won't 
say he was blocking mie on tie last lap,” 
said Jochen, “but he certainly was pop- 
ping his head from side bo side watching 
me in the mirrors!" As they went together 
under the flag, Mass staining and half 
pulled out to overtake, the airgap between 
them wee 0.134 of a second, 

Five and a half seconds after thal, Stuck 
was just keeping Watson off by 0.212 
mecored. 

It wee nol the best of reces, thie 15th of 
thé 16 rounds of 1978 (although some will 
ay it had the “heat resulit) but i was a 
good one. The central fact about the 
United States GP, though, was the grow- 
ing feeling of ineredibility about the 
World Championship. When we start 
melding it il up as history two weaks from 
now it's going to seen like gross tabrica- 
tion. Hui whatever happens, theJapaneae 
are Pong to see a really grand finale, 


MOSPORT, Canada—The ineredible 
luck with the Mosport weather held for 
Sunday. Por years Toronti-area race fans 
have been noticing that, whenever the 
regular GP weekend ia a disaster, the next 
weekend is beautiful. The GP wasn't 
moved to the first weekend in October for 
that reason (the reason was the entrants 
not Wanting to spend so much ime away 
from Furope, with Japan coming wp) but 
tmight as well have boen: Sunday was 
absolutely perfect. [twas a pleasure just 
being there, and any racing would be a 
bonus. 


The Kind of racing we fol bo see was 
more than a bonus, it was one ol the best of 
the year. At the flicker of the green light 
Superswede Peterson got the drop on 
Lard Jim Hunt and was over the brow of 
the hill into Turo One firat. From the 
inside second row Vittorio Brambilla 
tried ta join his March leemmate between 
McLaren and pit wall, but James did 
Manage to shut him out of that—and 
Patrick Depailler beat out Vitlorio for 
Ehird too. Mario Andretti, filth fastest 
qualifier, beat himout somewhere around 
that first frantic lap as well. and asa 
impossibly soon they all appeared 
around Turn 10 again it was Peterson, 
Hunt, Depailler, Andretti Brambilla, 
Scheckter and Lauda, 


Aurtling over the trest of the first turn 
hil] apain Patrick tried to mose up the 
inside of James, who was paying elmilar 
attention to Ronnie; they all went in 
echelon formation if mot exactly three 
Sbreast amd Mario looked like be was 


Mixed Luck 
For Americans 
In Canada 


Mario Andretti had one of his better 
races at Mosport. finding that whereas in 
practio# hie JPS had been patufully slow 
lip “his own” straight a further reduction 
af wing angele far the rate helped a lot— 
there. anyway, Hui because he'd bad to 
change over to his §pare car as & Pest of 
2 orash during practice when bis intended 
race card PS 14, lost ita right front wheel, 
il woen't tuned perfectly to the conditions 
and he began, just like Lauda, to “pick up 
a load of oversteer.” To an extent his 
cockpit mounted rear sway bar adjuster 
cn cope with this. bul only bo an extent, 
aud the oversteer went beyond that. But 
he stayed well clear of the ever-persistent 
Jody Scheckter all the way, und his third 
plant tis well deserved. His friends and 
fans aren't the only ones who reckon he 
could win at the Glen. 

John Wataon in the Firat National City 
Bank Penske started off the Canadian 
weeltend well, getline third best precio 
time im the firs| set¢ion, bul then o 
combination of niggling little problems 
delayed him sorting oul his brand-new 
No.2 chassis and hie eventual grid place 
wr Ith. Not petting bottom jeer in time 
bo get a good start dropped him another 
four spote. but by the end of theday be was 
challenging Peterson for ninth, 

Brett Liutger sive he'd like to cross off 
the Mosport race and slurt all over again, 
“Twe newer been so purzzled—the car feels 
good, [im driving good—why arent I 
fast?” It was a plaint comoion to his two 
Burteos teammates, for none of the TSi8a 
seemed to be going well on the circual. 
When Alan Jones lost time because of 
bashing his nosepiece to bits on the Turn 
Two curbing, Brett did come home best of 
the trio—1ith. 
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IF POSSIBLE TORR 4, Bor 401, Sucsen, WF 
CALL 200) BYS-8111, DO WOT CALL COLLECT. 


Rapid Rornie Peterson (10) paces eventual winner James Hunt (11). Deparller, and Andretti early in fhe race 


taking Hunt's suggestion about “over the 
tep.” [twas helacious damn racing! The 
Sheer desperate fury of the drivers, 
forcing themselves right up behind and 
alongside the other man’s red bot moetal, 
made spectating FSO driver Eppie 


The State Of 


It tells you a Jittle bit aboul where 
international mute racing is going when 
ihe drivers start telling you that Mosport, 
artificial, mot rer’ old, 2.6 miles aroting, 
is now one of the most dittiowle Fi eirewits 
left in the world. “Infact.” remarks Jaoves 
Hunt, “One of the newcomers this year, 
the beet of the newoomers [ think—nn, 
never mind who he is—told me thathe has 
found the place toe difficult for him the 
first time out. [t's beyoud him. And | think 
that’s absolutely right for bim to admit 
that. ~ 

He Went an to deaeribe the lap, and the 
incredible precision of lime that is re- 
quired emerged rapidly. There are at least 
leur corners gut of the te that call for a 
double apex, You come in here, but not 
quite all the way in to the curbing, amd 
thatimabes you ready to clip the real apex 
down tere, farther down the hill. . 


The precision, and also the light, clean 
touch, “You must heap a very ffuid Line 
through here, you must justourse the car, 
don't do anything at all violent with it. 


“lt's very, very difficult to pass anyone 
here, anywhere: there are cooly about two 
places where it's at all possible and that's 
onky just, [t's not the fault of the circuit, by 
the was, it's the fault of the care if you 
lite, the way they've developed. Ged. 
knows how were expected to overtake 
Bach other—over the tap, ) should think!” 

James Hunt, the first racing driver in 
Mosport Park history to officially lop the 
circuit under the so-called 7V5-second 
barrier. But 29 it often perversely does, it 
looked aliogl easy for him, Me was the 
fastest man after the firs! practice session 
and after ull qualifying was over he was 
fastest again. Pole was the Marlbore 
MoLaren’s at 1 minute 12.359—122 589 
mph, 

McLaren, having just"'lost" the British 
GP after all (on a Ferrari appeal, upheld 
by the FLA finally, that Hunt should not 
have been allowed to regtart the red- 
flagwed event in July} came to Canada 
determined to be as on-farm for the fined 
three races of the year as possible 


And Ferrari didn't seem to be any kind 
af threat at all on the track. Niki Lauda, 
who looked and acted almost as fit on 
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Ghirg Mullen Phaice 

Wislees take a step back and ask in 

wondernnent, “De these guys go at it like 
this al! the time?” 

“Deed they do, Peterson, having fated to 

pul) anything out of his good start but the 

thing itself, found himself under relent- 
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McLaren Gets Back In The Hunt 


legs attack from Huntandon the ninth lap 
he succumbed—the March having ovor- 
loaded ite frant tires under the pressure af 
this critical, fuol-heavy first stage of the 
race. Once in front. James did pull owt a 
lead, immediately gaining a good 1 1/2 
seconds Of the nel lap and continuing to 
Ralin ground at a similar rate wmtil on the 
icth jap he had almest five seconds 
advantage. By that time ti was advantage 
ower Depailler, for Patrick had followd 
him by Peterson on the 12th, doing it 
inside at the dropaway entrance to the 
first corner, forcing Honnie wide off the 
bumpy racing Line at 125mph ms the 
Tyrrell hugged the inside. 

For acouple of laps thenthe Frenchman 
had oneother car in the way close over his 
nosecone, for Larry Perkins—second 
driver of the Brabham-Alfa team this 
weekend—had spun wide on the gravel at 
the neterious Turn [we and was now a lap 
back. Once by him and in the slipstream 
of the dwindling McLaren, though, De- 
palller stopped the dwindie and began to 
catch upagain. From thal peak advantage 
James began to slip back: four seconds. 
then three, them two-and-a-hall, 

With astonishing quickness quarter 
Face distance came up, and Hunt's cush- 
ion had shrink to less than two seconds. 
His M23 understeering just a trifle too 

Continued On Next Page 


F-1 Sportsmanship 


man who had never been injured. just 
couldn't find the apeed. "If [ put up the 
wing to bald the car down in the oornera, 
the springs just close up and it bounces 
around on the bumps and its worse.” 
Niki. #eventeen pointe fat in the champi- 
onship tables at that stage and not too 
happy anyway about some of Mosport's 


older safety equipment, could have been 
taking itaasy—bul he wasn'l Hejustisn't 
made thet way, He wae irving #3 hard as 
be ould to match Hunt. and notmaking it. 
Meanwhile, the taam managers of the 
twa rival ams were going at each other 
too. On Friday afternoon Teddy Maver of 
Continwed On Next Page 
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much, the Pod sit-wheeler going 
pertectlw—it had a long-wheolbase setup 
for this track, which seemed to make all 
the difference in terma of stability over 
the Dunips—it began to look like it wasn’ 
going to be McLaren's day at that but Ken 
Tyrrell’s, On the 23th lap Patrick, smell- 
ing his own first-ever Fi victory, wae 16 
seconde bach, mest time only 1.3, and then 
it wae leas than one seeond fer the first 
Lume 0.8. 

But the next time after that it was up to 
23 again. Hunt had slipped neatly and 
fHasily angumd a dice between a pair of 
slower cars. whereas Depailler seemed to 
have more trouble. So once again be had 
Eo settle inte whittling away at the 
McLaren's vacuum: 2.2 on lap 0, 2.2 on 
lap at, and soon... 


At half distance Hunt was three quar- 
ters of a second to the good. Another five- 
odd behind waa Andretti, with Scheokter 
holding just in sight to the rear (his P-d4 
nat on the same long wheelbase as his 
teamunate and ils lurid handling showing 
it), Lauda wae established in a fairly 


lonely Gitth place, or “Two Points Place” 
to put it another way, for his driving, 


slipped by another knot of traffic, De- 
puiller had Been held wp. 

But cach time be was balked, he set 
about melting down hla disadvantage 
once again. At three quarters distance, 
lapSd, the gap was but].d seconds, and the 
first attempt to pass must come very 
soon—but ma! Kiore backmarkers, mom 
breathing room for Hunt? 

Fifteen laps more, and Patrick was 
closing again: 0.7 seconds behind with 
five laps to go. This was going to be 
fantastic! 

No it wasn't—here was another pair of 
fare to be lapped, (It wae Peterson and 
Watson, who had recovered this fariroma 
bad start when he couldn't get firet gear 
on the line, and later boen caught beluind. 
slower cars of his own.) James slipped 
through casily, and immediately was two 
point two seconds ahead. That should do 
it: crass your fingers... 

Patrick in fact newer did recover any- 
thing of this final handicap, It took him 
two lape to diapose of both slower men, 
and even then he continued to lose 
rround: 2.8 seconds, then 4,0, then 5.8, The 
fumes he'd been battling, all alone for no 
other man in the world could have known 
anything of histrouble, had finally nearly 
Bolten him. 

- Niki Lauda had been done wrong by his 
cor ton, for the Ferrari had apparontly 
broken something in the rear suspension, 
and at about half distance it began to 
oversteer alrongly and Niki could not 


thought energetic enough, looked only 
nnerpetio enoueh., Mass was sixih, and 
niaghlon his tail was theever more furious 
sorLp between Regareoni aod Pane, This 
jasl Was guile secrets Ling lo watoh, 
both Latins were showing their tempern: 
menk with whools-over-curbs and Pace 
with fists-in-air, He wes close enough 
behind tie Ferrari to bey finercnis 
itinling overtniting mantuyers, bot 
sornohow they always svomed to coincide 
with Hegoa wobbling goerose the road in 
hie path. . 

The gap between Ube leader and the man 
whe looked like becom og the leader once 
hu finished catching wp the last Lilie pap 
continued bi shank by excruciatingly 
sll wmounie: 27 i waa, then 0.6, b.4— 
but then bb wags up be 1.6 main, Hint had 
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Bepailier id), alten a courageous drive. was unable to stick wrth Hint ai the wey and, 


hold his “two pours.” 

Teammate Heraroni. though, nearly 
gotanobch on his gun, Bading the TT Uy Jap 
Clay went slinging too wide around Turn 
Ten onta the pil straight Pace. frustrated 
for so long, stuck his nose to the inside. 
The relative situation coming away from 
the corners apex were that the Ferrari 
Wis somewhat sideways, scratoling for 
traction, and the Bratham-Alfa waa 
moving to of accelerate jf up the 
straight, Finally! Mooo was going to pet 
through. 

From this point is where events can be 
inkerpreted two ways, Hepastonk claimed 
afterward that hig car was oulal control, 
and that it jugt maturally carried on 
toward! the right sade of the road while he 
figrht ta gather it back in. Aut Carlos wae 
quite convinned thatGlay was deliberate. 
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Third place ficient Meri Andretti. hotly an by an eretaniae Yi Vittorio Brambilla (3), lends off 


Schechter, Lauda, and Jochen Mass, 
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Raredling problens. iWerrarip, 1, crash 


ly chopping weresa into hin, bo try bo 
make him lift his foot. 

Cartainiy the effect of the thing wus 
What Pace thought, tacept he refused 
to Jift his foot, Tegaseonl Ss car, not very 
far gone ina slide if twas in tact pone at 
all, slegred diagonally, facing the way it 
wie traveling, acres toward the pit wall, 
crowding the Brabham with it, Up until 
the point the Ferrari crossed the track's 
centerline it was just a racing maneuver, 
but after that it rapidly overbalanced into 
a Shier, apparent insanity. 

His tet frontwheel embraced by thetwa 
Fleht aide whoels of the Ferrari, Paces car 
Wweot acraping into the ocemont wall, 
throwing up a cloud of chips and dust, 


while the right roar wheel rim sent up & 
flare of dull orange magoesium flame, 
Jhst above thal was an explosion of pit 
Bina ing equipment und w confusion of 
recoiling human bodies. 

Fora heartbeat the twocara were locked 
tometiver, bumping each olber and te pik 
wall and jostling around into awkward 
enpines like a pair of drifting barges 
shunting a pier. For a long instant it 
seemed likely that one would climb up 
over the other, orshed wheels at Ipast. But 
somehow they become untengled again, 
and still facing the right way—and the 
Ferrari still in froot—accellerated away 
boward the brink af the Turn One hill 


At the checkered {lag Carlos Pace was 
still as cloge behind Clay Ragazzom as 
ever, bul afterward, sti] damp with 
perspiration inthe garage and shaking sa 
hard with fury that be had difficulty 
speahiog. he stayed ae far away trom the 
Swiss “slr os he eoulkd 

“Wo. mo bill, he sind, his tooth clinking 
against the neck of & beer bottle he was 
trying to empty. “l should maybe punch 
his nose, but this is supposed to be a 
sport. ac?" 

His team owner Bernte Eeclestone, 
using out loud worda like “altempted 
miader, enterrd a formal protestagainst 
Regantoni's driving. But the stewards. 
after quite a long deliberation, mindfulin 
all honesty that cars lost in thi purticu- 
lar corner in the past lave sometimes 
tended to slash back aeress the track bo 
the inside upon recovery—eave the plain- 
tiff the benefit of the doubt and disallowed 
the protest, and the results stood 


Grand PrixSportsmanship 


Continued From Preceding Page 
McLaren wandered down the Jength of 
gurages to Pecraci aad informed Daniele 
Audetioo that, should Ferrari happen to 
win Sunday s race, he would immediately 
enter a prowet On whatever grounds? 
wondered Lhe Wiry Italian. 

“On your gearbox cl coolers.” retorted 
the Pennsylvanian, “We knew before 
Spain they ware ileal, andthey've been 
ilegal all this year, and oow | justhappen 
to be in the moed to point it out to the 
officials.” 

The relevant CSl regulations require 
thut all elements of @ car's oll ayetem 
shall be mounted alead of the rearward 
most portion of the transaxle causing. The 
idea, basically sensible. is to reduce the 


winners 
circle. 


GT-12 


RACING OIL 


leakage of jl in the case of shunts. The 
S12-TE Ferrari mounts stall oil coolers 
on the wing support pylon, which is itself 
aACaHLiNg bolted tothe back of the gearbox. 
In actual fast, lhe cooler doea—or did on 
Friday at Mospori—exteod behind the 
actual rearward-inost wall of the trans- 
axle oi) chamber itself. 

‘Listen, | can shew you, when [ ret back 
to dialy L wal? show you, a lebier from the 
CST that sav3 our wing-support is part of 
the gearbox and it’s OW,” stammered 
Audette. . ut on Saturday morning the 
Ferraris bad their oil teolers mounted a 
few inches more forward. Alead of the 
back of the differential housing, 

That, gentle reader, if the state of 
Formula One sportsmanship amd feljows 
ae Ln this waning summer of 1976, 
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